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Methodology

How has CLEVER-Cities supported the standardisation of NbS? By identifying and prioritising the main needs and

uptake of nature-based solutions?

www.clevercities.eu

Mapping NBS needs and demands to support standardisation

demands and identify which of those needs may benefit from an standardisation process. A mixed methodology was followed:
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Standardization can facilitate knowledge-sharing among different
stakeholders. This can help to build a common understanding of the
benefits, challenges, and opportunities associated with these solutions.

Standardization ensures consistency in the design, implementation, and
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these solutions.
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Results

Needs & demands

EXTEND AND CONSOLIDATE THE
TERMINOLOGY, KNOWLEDGE AND USE OF THE
NBS

(a) make the key concepts ofthe NBS accessible
(b) extend and expand technical knowledge and

\ information on new techniques and their benefits
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(IMPROVE TECHNICAL DESIGN

(a) principles of good design

(b) aesthetic criteria

(c) safety, durable and resilient to extreme events
\_ criteria.
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IMPROVE MONITORING AND EVALUATION of NBS

IMPACT

1) Improve monitoring, considering/ including in a NBS
impact assessment and the monitoring plan

2) Choose the adequate indicators selection and data

3) Make monitoring more accessible and applicable

IMPACT
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TECHNICAL REFERENCES AND
STANDARDS

DEFINITION OF A NBS MONITORING AND
EVALUATION STRATEGY/PLAN

monitoring of nature-based solutions. This consistency can help to build
trust among stakeholders and increase confidence in the effectiveness of

Standardization facilitates the replication of nature-based solutions across
different regions, contexts, and scales. This can help to accelerate the
uptake of these solutions and promote their widespread adoption.

Figure 1. Example
of the findings of
the desk study in
the NBS design &
implementation
sphere

PROTOCOL FOR ASSESSING THE EFFECTIVENESS

OF VARIOUS NBS AND DECISION SUPPORT
(INCLUDING COST-BENEFIT COMPARABILITY
CONSIDERATIONS)
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categoeies

Survey

study:
publications + outputs from 28
EU NBS projects. Needs were
classified around 5
spheres and 5 standardisation

17 EU NBS

elements/processes

CLEVER
17 eu NBsS Cities
Publications NETWORKNATURE otk
MAPPING NEEDS (@) 45 avesnoname P RS
& DEMANDS Review standardizable
Standardisable elements/processes

Suggestion of priorities

(NetworkNature):

Prioritise the needs

Revised standarisable elements/processess

THEMATIC SPHERES

thematic

| | ‘-2-:" . 1
] _.""'!’ L .
-’ ¥ I. 1
o

Ls

9w @one

OPERANDUM
-~ NATURE
— 4 CITIES

NAIAD g'\ -
,  MiiproGlreg s RECONECT

} < 7L thin q_rféﬂ?cb

{t}‘ *w(__.f_,t_ @reoneen
- - , s,
O Grow I Green Er;-‘_

CLEARING-OUSE V URBINAT

TEMAANEN AR

STANDARDISAELE ELEMENTS! PROCESSES

-
-

28 EUNBS

Methodology: Analysis framework Thematic spheres/ Standardisation categories

Projects

Pusnag lewn rabienmis
vl vetedn

WM W E Tt aperert
wywe

Polcy rubeg

CONMLBETA DA A

Anertaens
h“% Aasrusens rw)

STANDARDISATION

CATEGORY

NBS TECHMICAL | Termino gy Terminclogy
DESIGN AND W Technical references and standards |WES Architecture
IMPLEMENTATION * Protocols for assessing the effectiveness of various NBS and decision support Process

finchuding cost-benefit comparability considerations) Ipaet Assessrment

# Definition of an NBS monitering and evaluation strategyiplan (Specificities to consider when assessing the |[Process

impact of NES) Imnpact Assessment

Pre-project assessments to understand local needs and existing initiatives first and to set goals Imnpact Assessment
HES PLANNING A planning process on howto take NES inte account in planning to achieve environmental and sustainable |Process

objectives

HGuidelines on considerations and steps to support scaling up of NBS Frocess

FOLICY &AND Process to promate political congensus and commitment that legitimizes NBS Process
GOVERNANCE Process on how 1o find the best compasition of stakeholder groups [Process

Process for mgraving horizontal and verical coordination (adminisiration) Prociess

Process 1o strengihen collaborative governance Process

lA process to improve the processes of co-design Process

lA process to strengthen cagacity bullding Frocess

Frocess on how 1o improve the dewelopment of socially inchsive policies Process
NES FINANCING AND g Methodology for assessing the cost-benefit ratio of NEs Impact Assessment
ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES |Ilaﬂhuduhm' on the monetization of the benefits of NBS or ecosystem services [impact Assessment

Methodology to carry out investmentrating [impact Assessment

Frocess on how lo develop (alternative) business and finance epportunities and models for NBS |Process
ICOMMUNICATION AND A process for developing an effective communicalion and awargngss-raiging stratlegy Process
AWARENESS RAISING
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Figure 2. Needs that were considered for
the survey

Terminology was found to be the
most frequently selected need to
be standardised (14%) followed by
Technical standards (11%) and
protocols for assessing the
effectiveness of various NBS and
decision support.
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