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How can standardisation help on the of upscaling and 

uptake of nature-based solutions?

How has CLEVER-Cities supported the standardisation of NbS? By identifying and prioritising the main needs and

demands and identify which of those needs may benefit from an standardisation process. A mixed methodology was followed:

Methodology

Results Revised standarisable elements/processess

Introduction

1. Desk study: 17 EU NBS

publications + outputs from 28

EU NBS projects. Needs were

classified around 5 thematic

spheres and 5 standardisation

categoeies

2. Survey (NetworkNature):

Prioritise the needs

Figure 1. Example 
of the findings of 
the desk study in 
the NBS design & 
implementation 
sphere

Terminology was found to be the

most frequently selected need to

be standardised (14%) followed by

Technical standards (11%) and

protocols for assessing the

effectiveness of various NBS and

decision support.

Figure 2. Needs that were considered for 
the survey
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